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 Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods 

City Schools, will hold his one-hour State of the 

Schools address on Wednesday, May 3, from 6:30-7:30 

p.m. at Winton Woods High School. Using an interview 

format, Smith will discuss facilities, the experience of 

becoming a New Tech Network district, the Preschool 

Village and Kindergarten Jumpstart. Parents, 

community members, staff and business leaders are 

invited to attend. Winton Woods High School is located 

at 1231 West Kemper Rd. in Forest Park.   

“This State of the Schools address will be more 

conversational in nature,” said Corina Denny, 

community engagement coordinator for Winton Woods 

City Schools. “Steve Easley, a consultant for the district, 

will pose interview questions to Superintendent Smith, 

with the opportunity for questions from those 

attending.”      

Waycross Community Media will provide a live televised feed of the address on TWC 

Channel 23 and CB Fioptics Channel 853 or click on the link at www.wintonwoods.org. 

There will also be a real-time Twitter feed, #wwcswarriors, for questions and comments 

for those who are unable to attend in person.    

 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 The Winton Woods High 

School baseball team took full 

advantage of its opportunity to 

play on a bigger stage with the 

Warriors’ participation in the 

2017 Skyline Chili Reds 

Futures Showcase on April 

20. In a nail-biter against 

Wyoming High School, the 

Warriors lost 6-5, with 

Wyoming scoring the winning 

run in the bottom of the 

seventh inning. The game was 

featured along with 46 others 

in the area in this event.    

“Along with playing in the 

game, the Warriors and other teams in the Reds Futures Showcase were invited to the 

Reds game on April 23,” said Mark Hadaya, Winton Woods High School baseball coach. 

“Our team participated in ‘March at the Majors’ before the game, where they were 

allowed to walk on the Reds' field at Great American Ballpark. Then we all enjoyed 

watching the hometown Reds beat the reigning World Champion Cubs by a score of 7-

5.”  

The Skyline Chili Reds Futures Showcase has been going on for six years and helps to 

promote area baseball and softball programs by giving student athletes a chance to play 

on bigger stage. The winner of each game has an MVP selected who receives a 

personalized bat.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School baseball team members at Great 

American Ballpark are (front, l-r) Jayden Frederick, Kristopher Smith, Jeremiah Clark, 

Grant Warren, Kalen El-Amin, Brandon Rice, James Vera-Philpot; (back, l-r) Nicholas 

Behrendt, Blake Cotton, Elijah Moore, Coach Mark Hadaya, Shane Warren and Ethan 

Mills. Photo by Lindsay Hadaya.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The first-year girls crew 

at Winton Woods High 

School participated in its 

first regatta on Saturday, 

April 22, and according 

to Coach Pat Riester, “It 

was quite a challenge, 

but they met it.” The 

event, the Dillon 

Scholastic Sprints, was 

held in Nashport, Ohio. 

“I told the girls before 

going out that they could 

only control what 

happened in their boat,” he said. “They cannot control their competitors, but if they do 

what they have done in practice, it would be a success.”  

Riester said the team has struggled with numbers this year and raced at Nashport with 

four team members instead of an eight. “Because of several factors, we ended up racing 

in a Varsity event instead of our Novice category,” he said. “Even with having never 

been in a four and racing more experienced competitors, they met these challenges.   

“The girls completed the course, and when I met them coming off the water, I did see 

some faces with a bit of shock. We sat the boat down and talked. They mentioned that 

there were moments where the timing was together, and the boat moved well. Overall 

they had fun and came off the water with a better understanding of what the sport of 

rowing requires.” 

Riester said his goal with the team for this year is to row efficiently. “I would like to see 

constant improvement. I've told the girls every day, ‘If we end practice better rowers then 

we were at the beginning of practice, it's a great day, and we will have success.’” 

It’s only been in the past few weeks that Riester has been able to get his crew on the 

water at Winton Lake in Winton Woods Park. “I am seeing a lot of improvement in the 

girls these first few times on the water,” he said. “The boat, which is sixty feet long, 

provides the challenge of stability that we haven't had to deal with on the ergs (rowing 

machines). When we do drills to isolate parts of their technique, we want a stable 

environment, so when they sit out they are still working to stabilize the boat.” He said the 

team will be working on technique in the coming weeks, making sure they are efficient 

and getting the most out of each stroke. 

Riester said he walked away from the team’s first regatta with some lessons of his own. 

“I learned several things,” he said. “I learned that these girls are competitors. They will 

face whatever challenges are placed before them with enthusiasm. I also learned that the 

rowing community wants us to be a part of it. For us to compete at the Dillon Sprints we 



had to borrow a boat from Xavier University. Another Cincinnati team drove it to the 

race for us, and other teams came together to help us out. The regatta director thanked the 

girls for competing, and a boat manufacturer came to the bus as we were leaving to 

congratulate the girls on their first race.” 

The next regatta for Riester and his crew is the Indy Junior Sprints on Sunday, May 7, in 

Indianapolis and then it’s the Midwest Junior Championships on May 20-21 at East Fork 

Lake in Bethel. Ohio.    

“I’m proud of these girls,” said Riester. “We have a ways to go, but we are on our way.”   

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Dillon Scholastic Sprints are Winton Woods High 

School girls crew members (l-r) Ramona Castro, Kimberly Vargas, Aversa 

Prentosito, Lauren Onianwa, and Jasmine Johnson. Photo by Pat Riester. 

 

 Winton Woods senior Jack 

Schramm, a member of the high 

school’s baseball and soccer teams, 

has been named as the district’s 

Skyline Student Athlete of the 

Month for April. Schramm 

maintains a 3.38 GPA and will be 

attending the University of 

Cincinnati in the fall.     

“This year two things have stood 

out about Jack on the baseball 

field,” said his coach Mark Hadaya. 

“First, he is enjoying the game of 

baseball, and it has led to success 

on the field. He also has been a team player. I have not heard Jack complain about where 

he is at in the field or in the batting order, and he is willing to help the team out in any 

way he can.” 

So far this season Schramm leads the team in times on base and in hitting with .937. In 

just the past three games, he went 6 for 11, with four doubles. In five innings pitching 

against Finneytown, he struck out eight batters.  

To be nominated for the Skyline Student Athlete of the Month, students must:  

 Maintain an academic standard of 3.0 GPA or above in the previous quarter 

 Show respect for coaches, teammates, officials, teachers, other students and 

family 

 Show enthusiasm and a positive attitude 



 Display commitment to practice, games and personal skill development 

 Demonstrate honesty and playing by the rules 

 Have high moral character.  

 

The Skyline Student Athlete of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park 

Skyline, a business partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Student athletes honored 

receive a $25 Skyline gift card. 

PHOTO CAPTION:  Winton Woods High School’s Skyline Student Athlete of the 

Month Jack Schramm is shown with (l-r) his mom Cindy Schramm, Board President 

Jessica Miranda and his dad Greg Schramm. Photo by Teresa Cleary.     

 

 Marisa Giglio is only in her 

second year as a teacher at 

Winton Woods Primary 

South, but Principal Danielle 

Wallace says she’s already 

“an invaluable member of 

our school community.” 

Giglio was chosen as the 

district’s Skyline Teacher of 

the Month and honored at the 

April board meeting.    

“As a member of our New 

Tech Preview Team, Ms. 

Giglio incorporates high 

levels of technology in her 

academic experiences with students,” said Wallace. “Her students have learned how to 

use a wide range of Google apps for education and have completed several robust 

problem-based learning experiences. Her classroom culture supports high levels of 

learning and student ownership of that learning.”  

Walk into Giglio’s classroom on any given day and you’ll see students actively working 

in cooperative learning groups, tracking their performance on data walls and meeting 

with Giglio for remediation, practice at their level or enrichment experiences. All 

students are given regular opportunities to lead within their small groups, resolve conflict 

through discussion and earn Class Dojos. These positive behavior points can be used to 

purchase classroom-based incentives like an out-of-uniform day, lunch with the teacher, 

or the opportunity to bring a furry, stuffed friend to school.  

“Not only is Ms. Giglio an excellent teacher, she also serves as a mentor teacher for our 

Miami University student teachers, a pilot teacher for the New Tech initiative and is 



finishing up her TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) 

endorsement at Xavier University,” said Wallace.  

To be nominated for the Skyline Teacher of the Month, teachers must demonstrate:  

 Excellence in the Classroom by using instructional practices that support higher 

academic achievement. 

 Motivation by encouraging and motivating students to surpass their expectations 

both academically and socially.   

 Leadership by having a positive attitude with students, parents, colleagues and 

the community.   

 Creativity and Imagination by demonstrating creativity in teaching in a way that 

inspires students to learn.  

 Dedication by showing excellent attendance, punctuality and overall 

dependability.  

 Communication by communicating effectively to their classrooms, parents, 

colleagues and beyond.  

 

The Skyline Teacher of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park Skyline, a 

business partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Teachers honored receive a $25 Skyline 

gift card.   

PHOTO CAPTION:  April’s Skyline Teacher of the Month Marisa Giglio (right) is 

shown with Winton Woods Board President Jessica Miranda.     

 

 Those who know Winton Woods 

Primary South second grader Laila 

Hattar can tell, even at her young 

age, that she will go far in life. 

“Over the past school year I have 

had the opportunity to teach a 

student that is smart, talented and 

very self-less,” said Laila’s 

teacher Jahquil Hargrove. “Her 

thought process with anything I 

put in front of her is nothing less 

than exceptional. She works hard 

for everything she has 

accomplished so far, and what she 

will accomplish in the future.” 

Hattar was honored at the April 

board of education meeting with the Kiwanis Character is Key award for integrity.  

“By definition, integrity fits Laila’s character,” said Hargrove. “She’s kind, loving, 

selfless and patient. Anything I ask her to do, whether she wants to or not, she does 



without any arguments or questions. Whether it is completing an assignment or showing 

another student how to complete an assignment, she gets the job done.”  

Hargrove said Hattar doesn’t let other classmates or anything else distract her from her 

success. “Laila has done a great job this year,” he said. “This is why she deserves this 

award.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Primary South second grader Laila Hattar is shown 

at the April board meeting with (l-r) her brother and mom, Board President Jessica 

Miranda and Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club Co-President Ann Akeson.  .      

 

 The Fire Chiefs for the City of 

Forest Park, Village of 

Greenhills and Springfield 

Township were presented with 

the district’s Community Spirit 

Award at Winton Woods City 

Schools’ April board of 

education meeting. “Tonight we 

are proud to honor Chief 

Alfonza ‘Alfie’ Jones, Chief 

Tony Spaeth and Chief Robert 

Leininger for dedicating their 

lives to public safety and 

community service,” said 

Superintendent Anthony G. 

Smith.  

The April award came just weeks before International Firefighters’ Day, which is 

Thursday, May 4. “We wanted to be sure to recognize and honor the sacrifices that 

firefighters—and fire chiefs—make to ensure their communities are safe and protected,” 

said Smith. “We’re amazed at the dedication that’s shown through the countless hours 

spent working in the industry or through countless hours volunteered. Between these 

three chiefs, there is almost a century of hard work, expertise, sacrifice and commitment 

represented. ”   

Smith noted that all three local fire departments have had positive interactions with the 

district’s students during Fire Prevention Week, when firefighters visit schools or allow 

students to visit the fire stations. “These times with our youngest Warriors help reinforce 

the lessons of fire safety, give them hands-on time with some of your equipment, and let 

them see your men in full firefighting gear,” said Smith. He added that having the fire 

chiefs and firefighters at events like Winton Woods Middle School’s September 11th Day 

of Service and Remembrance “helps to start conversations and build connections between 

you—our local heroes—and our 7th and 8th graders.”  



Smith thanked the fire chiefs for their work in the community and for their partnership 

with the district. “We’re pleased to present you with the April 2017 Community Spirit 

Award,” he said.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Winton Woods’ April board of education meeting are 

Springfield Township Fire Chief Robert Leininger, Greenhills Fire Chief Tony Spaeth, 

Board President Jessica Miranda, and Forest Park Fire Chief Alfonza “Alfie” Jones II.     

 Winton Woods City Schools is putting out the call again this year for gently worn shoes 

that are no longer being used. If you have a pair—or more—of shoes around the house 

that you no longer want, the Winton Woods Community PTA is hoping you’ll send them 

in for their shoe drive fundraiser.  

“Our goal is to collect 

2500 pairs of shoes by 

the week of May 9,” 

said Winton Woods 

Intermediate School 

fifth grade teacher Kay 

Robinson, who serves 

as her school’s PTA 

vice-president. “We’re 

quickly closing in on 

our deadline, and 

we’ve collected 675 

pairs of shoes so far. 

That’s a little behind 

where we were last 

year at this time.”  

The WWC PTA is working with the organization funds2orgs and will receive 40 cents a 

pound for the shoes collected. “Funds2orgs will purchase all the shoes that are donated, 

and all the money we raise will go back to support our students and families,” said 

Robinson. The donated shoes are then sent to micro-enterprises in developing countries, 

where they are either cleaned or re-purposed, and then sold. “This fundraiser not only 

supports families in other countries, it also helps to reduce the number of shoes that go 

into our local landfills,” Robinson added.     

Part of the appeal of this non-traditional fundraiser is that it’s as a way for students to 

raise money and help others. “There’s a humanitarian aspect to this,” Robinson said. 

Students throughout the district have learned that micro-enterprises help people in 

countries like Haiti and Honduras to feed, clothe and house their families. They’ve also 

learned that in developing countries, someone with an open cut on a bare foot in filthy 

water can get very sick, and that students must have a pair of standard black shoes to 



attend school. That’s why some of the posters that students created have the message, 

“Shoes save lives.”  

Fifth graders Jahad Al-lateef and Zion Stiggers raided their own closets and their 

families’ in the search for shoes. When they saw the movie sent by Funds2orgs that 

explained the fundraiser and the need for shoes, both of them wanted to help. “A lot of 

the kids they showed didn’t have shoes, and it looked like their feet hurt,” said Stiggers. 

“The movie said that kids needed shoes because they could step on glass and get cuts,” 

said Al-lateef.  

“We’re excited about our shoe drive, and it feels like everyone is pitching in,” said 

Robinson. Winton Woods parent and PTA member Ca’mel Jones offered a discount for 

services at her hair salon on Northland Boulevard to clients who donated shoes. She 

collected 24 pairs. And members of the Student Council at WWIS are counting, rubber 

banding and bagging the shoes in preparation for pick-up.  

"The need is still here, and most people have extra shoes in their closets,” said Robinson. 

“We’re asking that they donate those to us and help someone who is less fortunate 

become self-sufficient. This fundraiser is a win-win for everyone.” 

Donated shoes can be gently worn, used or new. Robinson said she’s received some pairs 

of shoes without laces, so she’s interested in shoelace donations too. “We can’t donate 

shoes without the laces,” she explained. Shoe donations will be accepted until May 9 and 

may be dropped off at the front office of any Winton Woods school.   

PHOTO CAPTION: WWIS 5th grade teacher Kay Robinson (right) and students Jahad 

Al-lateef (left) and Zion Stiggers are shown in a storage room at the school with the 323 

pairs of shoes that their school has collected so far.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

   UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS   

(please check the website for building specific events)  

 

Fri Apr 

28 

  All day Interim Report Card Distribution 

    

Fri Apr 

28 

Sat Apr 

30 

Sun Apr 

30 

  8:00pm 

 

8:00pm 

 

2:00pm 

WWHS Musical A Little Princess - Winton Woods High School, 

1231 W Kemper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

‘’ 

 

‘’ 

 

    



Wed 

May 3 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

Superintendent's State of the Schools Address 

Mon 

May 8 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

Board of Education Work Session - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

Wed 

May 10 

  7:30pm – 

9:30pm 

WWMS Choir Tune-Up Concert 

Mon 

May 22 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

Board of Education Monthly Meeting - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

Thu 

May 25 

  All day Last Day for Students 

    

  All day Graduation 

Fri May 

26 

  All day Last Day for Teachers 

Mon 

May 29 

  All day Memorial Day 

Tue 

May 30 

  All day Staff Reports/Professional Development Day 

Fri Jun 

2 

  All day Report Card Distribution 

Mon 

Jun 5 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

WWC PTA Executive Meeting 

Mon 

Jun 12 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

Board of Education Work Session - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

 

  

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.   


